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This year, THE CONCRETE PRODUCER, with our sister publication, 

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, introduced the GreenSite Project of the Year 

contest honoring the concrete community�s efforts to promote concrete�s 

role in creating eco-friendly structures that will stand the test of time. 

The name �GreenSite� re� ects the innovative processes and materials that 

create a green building project, many of which are invisible in the � nal product. 

For instance, visitors to the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center in Wisconsin breathe 

air that is pretreated by an underground concrete pipe ventilation system. 

Meanwhile, in Philadelphia, lightweight CarbonCast walls protect residents 

of the Symphony House condominiums from the elements, while using less 

energy and fewer materials than traditional concrete panels. 

TCP�s 2008 GreenSite winners each represent a different category: 

Institutional, Commercial, Multifamily, Residential, and High-rise. For more 

details and photos of each project, visit www.theconcreteproducer.com.

[ INSTITUTIONAL ]——————————————————————————————

Grand Rapids Art Museum
Grand Rapids, Mich.

When planning for the new Grand Rapids Art Museum, project of� cials and 
donors decided to pursue Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) certi� cation �with a vengeance,� to make it the world�s � rst newly 

built, LEED-certi� ed art museum. They eventually exceeded this goal with a 
Gold level certi� cation by incorporating green design elements and sustainable 
building materials. 

Concrete was an important contributor to the project�s sustainability and design 
� exibility. Of the many elements brought to life in this 135,000-square-foot building, 
the architectural concrete exterior stands out as one of its most beautiful components. 
At the same time, the museum�s 12-inch-thick, cast-in-place concrete walls optimize 
energy use by keeping the building warm or cold. 

Inside, exposed concrete walls feature tie holes aligned in rows and columns, 
and de� ned corners and reveals. A sequence of 177 separate architectural concrete 
pours led to a one-of-a-kind forming system. The forms, which called for sharp 
corners, needed to be watertight around the tie holes and edges. Each pour had zero 
tolerance for rework, since patches were not allowed. 

This year, 

CONCRETE

contest honoring the concrete community�s efforts to promote concrete�s 

role in creating eco-friendly structures that will stand the test of time. 

The name �GreenSite� re� ects the innovative processes and materials that 

TCP’s 2008 GreenSite Awards
TCP honors concrete’s contribution 
to sustainability.
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World of Concrete established 

GreenSite in 2008 as a special 

area of the Las Vegas Convention 

Center dedicated to sustainability. 

GreenSite features exhibits by 

manufacturers, suppliers, and 

associations with green techniques 

and products. Videos and live 

presentations educate attendees 

on a wide range of issues, 

including pervious concrete 

pavements, thermal mass, and 

much more.

Sustainability is not a new concept 

to the concrete industry. However, 

new issues and innovations are 

constantly changing the landscape 

in which producers operate. 

GreenSite at World of Concrete 

provides a forum for awareness 

and discussion about these critical 

developments. 

Watch for a special display 

honoring the 2008 GreenSite 

Award winners in the GreenSite 

area at World of Concrete, Feb. 

3-6. Visit the show�s Web site at 

www.worldofconcrete.com for 

more details.

In the meantime, � nd out how 

to enter your own project for the 

2009 GreenSite Awards at 

www.theconcreteproducer.com. 

GreenSite Comes to Life

Grand Rapids Art Museum won in 
the Institutional category.
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World of Concrete established 

GreenSite Comes to Life
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